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Welcome to Symbiosis School for Liberal Arts!
“We live in a world that seems to be forever
changing… a new world with dynamic
challenges
that
requires
young
enthusiastic adults capable of playing
positive and fruitful roles in organizations
and communities.

Anita Patankar, Ph.D.
Director, SSLA

Symbiosis School for Liberal Arts (SSLA)
strongly believes in the importance of a
comprehensive education in preparation
for career advancement and the exercise
of leadership. We believe organizations and
society have an urgent need for creative
individuals who will readily learn on the job,
after having been exposed to a broad and
comprehensive education.
Based on our experiences with liberal arts
in the last 16 years, we know that a sound
liberal arts education provides a much
needed cultural orientation to the world in
which we live. It equips students with ideas,
analytical and communication skills, and
global perspectives along with the ability
to synthesize knowledge and make
informed value judgments.
Our distinctive 4-year honours programme
will also help students learn the
importance of being personally and
socially
responsible,
something
so
necessary to grow into leaders of
substance, and be happy and successful in
their future personal, community and
professional lives."
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About SSLA
Symbiosis School for Liberal Arts (SSLA) at Symbiosis International
( Deemed University) Pune, is the first liberal arts college in the country
to offer students an opportunity to study a four-year, full-time, B.A. and
B.Sc. (Liberal Arts) Honours degree programme.
With over a decade's worth of experience in bringing innovation to
higher education, SSLA adapts the well-established international
ideology of liberal arts education to the Indian scenario.

What is a Liberal Arts programme and why opt for it?
Liberal arts is slowly but surely growing to be a preferred field of study
across the world, especially in societies and countries that have come
to realize that merely being placed in a job is not the sole aim of an
undergraduate education. A liberal arts programme is a rigorous inter,
multi and trans-disciplinary programme that provides the option of
studying subjects from across the academic spectrum. Although a
liberal arts programme revolves around the concept of intellectual
freedom, it also believes that certain forms of knowledge are essential
to building a strong foundation for a successful career and professional
life.
An uncertain and dynamic future requires vibrant individuals capable
of creative problem solving. To facilitate this, a liberal arts programme
broadens the scope of an individual’s thought processes and analytical
capabilities while offering opportunities to learn how to learn, work
constructively with teams, and absorb 21st century global skills.
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PROGRAMME
STRUCTURE
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Programme Overview
4-year full-time B.A./B.Sc. (Liberal Arts) Honours
SSLA is the first institute in the country to offer a 4-year liberal arts
honours degree programme. By the end of four years, spanning 8
semesters, students are awarded a degree depending on the major of
their choice. For example, those majoring in specialisations such as
Economics, Business Studies, Media Studies, Sociology, English,
Psychology, International Relations or Political Science & Public Policy,
will be awarded a Bachelor of Arts (Liberal Arts) Honours Degree; while
those majoring in specialisations such as Mathematics & Statistics or
Computer Studies will be awarded a Bachelor of Science (Liberal Arts)
Honours degree.
Graduate with 198 credits and a minimum of 50 different courses
Credits are essentially hours spent by a student completing a course.
One credit = 15 hours. One course = 60 hours.
Most courses at SSLA carry 4 credits. A student completes around
24-28 credits per semester. By the end of 8 semesters, a student
completes a minimum of 50 courses with a total of 198 credits.
Students are free to opt for extra and audit courses for extra credits.
Understanding Liberal Arts:

Multidisciplinary,
Interdisciplinary &
Transdisciplinary

Interactive
Classroom
Environment

Fosters
Critical
Thinking

Strong Foundation
for an Uncertain
Future

Independent
Research
Oriented

Unique Pedagogy,
Creative Assessments,
& Evaluation

Student Ownership
and Participation in
Learning Space

Strong
Academic
Rigour

Flexible
Course
Combinations
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Programme Overview
Majors, Minors, Cores, and Electives
There are four types of courses at
SSLA:
- Major Specialisations: SSLA offers
majors across 12 specialisations. Each
major consists of 10 papers

- Minor Specialisations: SSLA offers
minors in 20 specialisations. Each
minor consists of 6 papers. The first 6
papers of all majors may be studied as
minors

- Cores: These are mandatory courses
that form the building blocks and
equip students with basic knowledge
across all fields.

- Electives: These courses span
across all disciplines and students
may pick from a variety of courses
each semester from a pool of over 150
electives.
A combination of all these courses makes SSLA's curriculum flexible
and tailored according to the student's choice, while also ensuring a
strong academic and holistic foundation.
Indicates course type in terms of time and effort
required to be invested during the programme
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Programme Overview
Four Pillars of SSLA's Curriculum
Liberal Arts is not just a curriculum, but an ideology promoting
academic as well as personal growth; and sensitivity towards current
and burning issues through:
- Community Outreach Project: This is a 2 month long community
outreach project. The outcome is a written report, a presentation and a
viva based on it.
- Internship: Is undertaken in the area of major specialisation. Once
the internship has been completed, students submitted a written
report, a presentation, and a viva.
- Final Year Seminar Paper: This is a mandatory course, at the end of
which the students submit a publishable paper
- Final Year Research Project: SSLA encourages a culture of research
and students perfect their research skills over a period of four years.
This dissertation is in the area of the student’s major specialisation.
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Three pathways to the degree
The B.A / B.Sc. (Liberal Arts) Honours degree can be completed by
acquiring a minimum number of required credits (198 Credits) via one
of three pathways given below:

Major + Minor:

Double Minor:

Double Major:

- 1 Major
Specialisation

- 1 Major
Specialisation

- 2 Major
Specialisations

- 1 Minor
Specialisation

- 2 Minor
Specialisations

- 0 Minor
Specialisation

- 6 Additional
Electives

- 0 Additional
Electives

- 2 Additional
Electives

A student can opt for any one of the three pathways given above.
Depending on the pathway chosen, the number of extra electives (over
and above the number of mandatory electives per semester) will differ
so as to meet the minimum 198 credit requirement. Specialisation
courses are chosen at the end of the first year and are taught from the
third semester, that is, the second year onwards. Students undergo a
thorough counselling process where they interact with various faculty
members and senior students to understand the intricacies of the
disciplines they are interested in.
There are absolutely no prerequisites to pick a course/specialisation at
SSLA. Students are free to explore any subject of their choice
(irrespective of their background in junior college or high school). So, a
humanities student may pick a Biology minor or a science student may
pursue an Economics major with a minor in English.
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Majors and Minors
The need for an in-depth subject or domain specialisation (very often
considered to be linked to postgraduation or a first job) is pursued
through the Major (ten papers + a two-month-long Internship + a
Dissertation/ Research Project). The Minor specialisation (6 papers)
offers the student twin knowledge foundations that may be applied
synergistically to further professional or higher education needs.

Major / Minor Specialisations

Minor Specialisations

- Mathematics &
Statistics
- Media Studies
- Economics
- Sociology
- Business Studies
- Psychology
- Political Science &
Public Policy
- Anthropology
- Computer Studies
- Philosophy
- English
- International Relations

- Performing Arts:
(Dance, Theatre, Music)
- Law
- Peace & Conflict
Studies
- Film Studies
- History
- Women & Gender
Studies
- Biology
- Physics

Indicates course type in terms of time and effort
required to be invested during the programme

Note: The first six papers of each major are also offered as a minor. But
the 8 minor-only specialisations cannot be taken as majors. SSLA was
the first to offer Women & Gender Studies, International Relations and
Peace & Conflict Studies at the undergraduate level.
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Core Courses
To be successful across careers and life choices, at SSLA, we believe
that certain courses/knowledge are essential for every student. Hence
20 core compulsory courses are spread across 8 semesters that ensure
holistic and practical knowledge, applicable across industries/sectors.
Some of these fundamental courses are also skill-oriented.
The core courses include:
Year I
- Quantitative Reasoning 1:
Mathematics & Statistics
- Rhetorical & Critical Writing
- History of Ideas
- Research Methodology 1:
Introduction to Research
- Writing Across Genre: Freeing
Creatively
- Environmental Awareness:
Our Common Earth
- Exploration of Natural Science
- Legal Awareness
- Fundamentals of IT

Year II
- Introduction to Multicultural
World Views
- Introduction to Philosophy
(Ethics)
- Short stories from around
the world

Year III
- Understanding India: What is India?
- Quantitative Reasoning 2: Finance
- Research Methodology 2:
Overview of Research Method
& Analysis
- Research Methodology 3:
Research Proposal
- Humanity & Big History:
Our Challenge for Survival
- Community Outreach Project

Year IV
- Current Economics & Business
Analysis
- Final Year Seminar Paper

Core courses are mandatory - meaning every student must complete
them, irrespective of the specialisations they choose. These courses
equip students with basic knowledge of every field regardless of
whether they choose to pursue it later, such as, Legal Awareness,
Introduction to Philosophy, and Fundamentals of IT, to name a few. Core
courses on Research Methodology help students hone their research
skills and aid them to make well informed decisions in their future, in
addition to supporting them in their research endeavours at SSLA.
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Elective Courses
Students are free to choose the elective they would like to study in a
semester from a pool of over 150 courses, all drawn from across
disciplines. Each semester around 25 to 35 courses are offered as
electives. These are mostly interdisciplinary in nature and are
structured around the approach of relevance, interconnectedness, and
vitality of knowledge. An example of interconnectedness across
electives can be understood from the diagram below:

Sociology

Film
Studies

Gender
Studies

Elective - Cinema,
Masculinity and Culture

Specialisations
offered at SSLA

A Snapshot of the 150 Elective Courses offered at SSLA:
- Cinema, Masculinity
and Culture
- Indian Penal Code
- Crisis in West Asia
- Use of Signs & Symbols
for Marketing & Branding
- Comparative Religion:
Their greater similarities
and finer differences
- Mahabharata

- Sports and Performance
Psychology
- Languages - French,
German, Urdu, Chinese
- Women Philosophers
- Science as Muse:
Intersections of Science
and the Arts
- Advertising and
Contemporary Culture

- Film Appreciation
- Ballroom and Latin
American Dances
- Introduction to Theatre
Making
- Understanding Hindi
Cinema since
Independence
- The Illbeing – Disease,
Health and Socio-politics

A minimum of 6 elective courses across disciplines, irrespective of their
areas of specialisation, offers the curious mind constant food for
thought, often beyond the minimum professional requirement. The
basket of elective courses spread across genetics, mathematics,
environment, philosophy, literature, performing arts, theatre, religion,
art, etc. is taught with inter, multi and transdisciplinary perspectives, to
bring together a 360-degree understanding of the world we live in.

12

Four Pillars of SSLA's Curriculum

Community Outreach
Project
Internships
- Aims to nurture
students into sensitive,
ethical, and critically
conscious citizens who
will contribute responsibly
to the community and
society.
- Carries 6 credits, and is
designed to be a 2-month
full-time project, to be
completed over the first
summer break.

- Seeks to introduce the
students to the realities of
the industry/ corporate
sector/ NGO’s/ CSO’s and
help them understand
their own strengths.
- Ideally undertaken in the
field of their major or
minor.

Final Year Seminar Paper
- Aims to encourage and equip
students to deliberate on
themes in an academic
fashion, and write a paper that
satisfies standard academic
conventions.
- Seeks to familiarise students
with the process of identifying
journals that are relevant to
their work, submitting papers
to journals, editing them after
review, etc.

Final Year Dissertation
- Research Project:
research based
submission undertaken
over 3 years.
- Guidance is provided by
faculty members from
relevant field.
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Internationalisation
With multiple Memoranda of Understanding under its belt, Symbiosis
International (Deemed University) (SIU) offers its students numerous
opportunities to collaborate and study abroad for a single semester.
Though competitive, this global immersion programme consistently
witnesses a high number of applicants every semester.

Our Active International Partners:
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Global Immersion Programme (GIP)
The credits the students attain whilst studying abroad are transferred
to SSLA with approval from Symbiosis Centre for International
Education (SCIE). SSLA’s International Cell helps interested students
map their courses and transfer equivalent credits. SSLA maintains a
long-standing relationship with Bournemouth University (Dorset), and
DePaul University (Chicago), which has led to summer school
programmes held on both campuses, faculty exchange, collaborative
research projects, co-taught courses and much more, including the
jointly hosted annual Gender Conference. Within the roster of SIU’s
partner universities, a few offer scholarship opportunities to our
students. A number of our students have participated in international
exchanges through the OIN Exchange Program (Ontario-India
Exchange Program), which is a full scholarship exchange programme,
that allows students to explore intercultural exchange with Canada.

International Grants:
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ADMISSIONS
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Understanding the Admission Procedure
Register for Symbiosis Entrance Test (SET)
- To appear for SET, candidates must register for the General Paper of
the SET. To do so, they need to visit www.set-test.org
- Fill in their personal information on the web portal.
- SET is a general exam that is accepted by other SIU institutes as well.
So, to apply for SSLA, the candidate must complete their registration
by making a payment of Rs 1750/- towards the SET fee and Rs 1000/towards the SSLA registration fee.
Note: Owing to the current pandemic, the SET exam now includes the
Written Ability Test (WAT) component. In a 90-minute test, 60 minutes
are allotted to the SET and 30 minutes to the WAT. The SET comprises
objective-type MCQs which test General English, Quantitative
Aptitude, General Knowledge, and Logical Reasoning. The WAT is an
essay style answer to a general question such as ‘What genres of
movies do you like and why’ or ‘How can India leverage its huge
demographic dividend’, which assess the candidate’s writing ability.
SSLA accepts Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores. While students
will still have to appear for the SET, they can enter their SAT score
which will be accepted in place of their SET score.
There is no negative marking for the SET. The cut-off is determined on
the basis of the performance that particular year. Candidates who
meet the cut-off mark will be shortlisted for the Personal Interaction.
What should candidates expect at the personal interaction?
- The Personal Interaction is just that - an interaction for SSLA to get
to know candidates better. It is not a stress test.
- It is a conversation-based assessment of whether a student is a
good fit for the college and a way to get to know them beyond the SET.
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Admission Process
Register for SET on www.set-test.org. The last date to
register is 29th June, 2021.

Pick a convenient slot and appear for the SET General
between 10 - 13 July, 2021.

SET - WAT

Pay the fee - remember payment for both, SET
registration as well as SSLA institution registration is
required.

The last date for SSLA institutional fee payment is
July 29, 2021

The first Merit List will be announced on August 22,
2021.
Payment of the programme fee must be done within a
week of declaration of the merit list.
The induction programme will begin from September
12, 2021
Course Commencement will take place immediately
after the induction
It is important to check www.set-test.org and
www.ssla.edu.in regularly for updates.

Course
Commencement

Slots for PI can be booked between August 3 –
August 5, 2021

Personal
Interaction

Declaration of SET results and notification of
shortlisted candidates will be on August 2, 2021
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International Students
A centralised department - Symbiosis Centre for International
Education will handle student admissions if they belong to any one of
the following categories:
- Foreign Nationals (FN)
- Persons of Indian Origin (PIO)
- Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
Note: Indian nationals and NRI candidates must apply under SET 2021
to seek admission to SSLA. OCI/ PIO/ Foreign Nationals are exempted
from appearing for SET/SLAT/SITEEE 2021 and must apply through
Symbiosis Center for International Education (www.scie.ac.in). For
details regarding OCI/PIO/NRI/FN admission process, please refer to
SET Bulletin 2021.

Process:
Visit www.scie.ac.in
Click on the 'Undergraduate Admissions Procedure'
tab under the 'Admissions' tab for complete details.
Register as a new user.
Select ‘B.A/ B.Sc. (Liberal Arts) Honours’ at the time of
registration.
Pay the application fee for the relevant category i.e.
FN/ PIO/ OCI/ NRI

Note: All international admissions are handled solely by SCIE and not
by SSLA. For any information/ clarifications regarding the same, please
contact SCIE on their email address - intadmissions@symbiosis.ac.in
or on the phone numbers provided on their website - https://scie.ac.in/
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS
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About Symbiosis School of Liberal Arts
Where is SSLA located?
SSLA is located in Viman Nagar, Pune. Known as the cultural capital of
Maharashtra, Pune is famous not only for its love of music, art, dance
and theatre, but also for its strong academic and industry connect. It is
also referred to as the Oxford of the East. Home is where the heart is,
and for a while, in a strange city, a friendly abode is what every student
will wish for. Viman Nagar and its periphery is almost an extended
campus for SSLA students and neighboring Symbiosis colleges where
students can be seen in every corner. Numerous events, workshops, film
festivals and exhibitions dot the cultural calendar of the city. Viman
Nagar and the areas surrounding it such as Koregaon Park or Kalyani
Nagar are always bursting with activity. There are endless places to eat
at and travel to. Students can head over to Koregaon Park for some
vibrant cafes and theme restaurants. Hit Hard Rock Cafe for some
good music and food or walk in the green lanes of Kalyani Nagar. It
does not take much time for Pune to settle in students’ heart.
What is hostel life like at SSLA?
Living in the vicinity of the campus, in a lively community is a great
jumpstart to students' learning experiences at SSLA. The girl’s hostel is
conveniently located near the college building and comprises furnished
rooms, a mess serving four meals a day, lounge areas, kitchen and
laundry facilities. Limited rooms are available in the boy’s hostel.
However, multiple paying guest accommodations and residential
apartments for shared rent are available in and around Viman Nagar.
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About the Programme
What is the difference between a B.A. (Liberal Arts) Honours and a
B.Sc. (Liberal Arts) Honours?
‘B.A’ denotes Bachelor of Arts whereas ‘B.Sc.’ denotes Bachelor of
Science. SSLA offers both degrees depending on the Major
specialisation chosen by the student. If student chooses a
Mathematics and Statistics or Computer Science major, the degree
awarded at the end of 4 years will be a B.Sc. (Liberal Arts) Honours
degree. If the student chooses any of the other majors such as
Psychology, International Relations, Sociology, or such, the degree
awarded will be a B.A (Liberal Arts) Honours degree
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About the Programme
What is the difference between a Major and a Minor specialisation?
The main difference between a major and a minor specialisation, is the
time spent studying it at SSLA and the depth of the study. A major
specialisation will comprise studying 10 papers in that area, whereas a
minor specialisation will mean studying 6 papers in that area. All
majors can be opted for as minors. For example, if a student decides to
pursue a Political Science major, 10 papers under Political Science will
have to be studied. A student who picks up a Political Science minor
will have to study only 6. Some subjects are offered exclusively as
minors, such as Law, Women and Gender Studies, and more. Students
must also complete an internship, and a research dissertation in the
area of their major.
How do I know what Major/Minor to pick?
Students are expected to pick their majors and minors at the end of
their first year. The subjects are taught from the second year - third
semester onwards. So, they have an entire year at SSLA to figure out
what they like! In addition, SSLA provides major-minor counselling
sessions at the end of the second semester, where each subject will be
explained to the students in detail and they can interact with faculty
members and senior students, regarding the specialisation of their
choice. While some students come with a fair idea of what they want to
pursue, others prefer to go with the flow – and SSLA encourages both!
Detailed programme structures and course outlines will be made
available to students so that they can make an informed decision
about their major-minor beforehand. On the other hand, since there are
no prerequisites required for any specilisation at SSLA, students can
take their time and explore options and pick whatever they like!
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About the Programme
What are extra and audit courses?
In addition to the mandated number of courses expected to be
completed each semester, students can take extra courses to enhance
their curriculum. The administrative department emails students with
the list of extra and audit courses available each semester. Students
can apply for the course depending on their eligibility and the
availability of seats in the course.
An ‘extra course’ means the student is required to complete all the
assessments and final evaluation for that course and maintain their
attendance as they would for a regular course. Their performance in the
course would be visible on the transcript for that semester. The fee for
an extra course is 4600/- per course.
An ‘audit course’ means the student is exempted from having to
attempt all the necessary evaluations and will be awarded only a Pass
or a Fail grade on their transcript. The fee for an audit course is 1150/per course.
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About the Admission Procedure
How do I prepare for the SET?
The SET is a general assessment test conducted by various institutes
under Symbiosis International (Deemed University) for admission to
their programmes. It consists of 60 MCQs of one mark each and 30
marks for the Written Ability Component. The duration of each test is
90 minutes (60 minutes for MCQs, followed by 30 minutes for WAT). A
detailed breakup of the test structure can be found on
https://www.set- test.org/structure.html.
The test consists of four sections - General English, Quantitative,
General Awareness, and Logical & Analytical Reasoning. The questions
asked are basic and test a candidate’s understanding of the
fundamentals of each topic. There are multiple free sources available
on the internet such as mock papers, past exam papers, and study
material which maybe used to prepare for the SET. Students can also
make use of guide books available in the market as well as 10th-grade
NCERT textbooks. Time management is the key, so attempting timed
mock tests will be helpful. Since there is no negative marking, it is
advisable to divide time and attempt all questions.
Can I pick a subject from a different stream other than the one I
studied in 12th grade?
Yes! There are absolutely no prerequisites to study any subject at SSLA.
A Humanities student can take a Biology minor and a Science student
can pursue an English major.
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About the Admission Procedure
What are the prerequisites while attempting the online SET
Since the SET will be an online, home proctored test, aspirants are
advised to undertake Internet Based Assessments (IBA) via an IBA
launcher, as well as ensure the software requirements for the SET are
met. These can be found on https://www.set-test.org/infrastructure.
html. Aspirants can also cross-check whether all parameters have
been met by doing an Infrastructure Readiness Check (IRC) and Exam
Dry Run Check (DRC). Instructions are provided on https://www.settest.org/pdf/iON-Remote-Assessments-Examinee-InstructionsFor-SIU.pdf. An FAQ section on remote assessment can be found on
https://www.set-test.org/pdf/FAQ-Remote-Proctored-OnlineAssessment- SIU.pdf.
The SET website (set-test.org) provides all the instructions and do’s
and don'ts for the SET examination.
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About the Admission Procedure
I did not study Math in 12th grade - should I be worried?
Not at all! As mentioned, the SET asks only basic questions that test
your fundamentals of a topic. The Quantitative section covers topics
taught up till 10th-grade mathematics only. A revision of key concepts
and extensive practice and solving sums are sufficient for the test.
Students can also make use of guide books available in the market to
advance their preparation.
What do I expect in the Written Ability Test?
The Written Ability Test (WAT) is a mandatory component of the
admission process to Symbiosis institutes. It gauges the student
beyond just objective knowledge. Usually, a general essay type
question is asked based on which the student has to write a short
essay. The themes/topics are easy and general, but thought-provoking
and students are assessed on their creativity, imagination, the flow of
writing, grammar, and uniqueness.
Note: This year, owing to restrictions placed by the pandemic, the WAT
will happen along with the SET.
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About the Admission Procedure
What is the Personal Interaction (PI) and how do I prepare for it?
Once the SET results are declared, shortlisted candidates will be called
for personal interaction by the institute. The Personal Interaction is just
that - an interaction. It is not a stress test or an interview. It is just a
way for the institute to assess beyond the paper and get to know the
candidates as a person. The interaction is a short conversation where
candidates will be asked general questions about themselves and their
interests. There is no specific material that needs to be used to prepare
for the PI.
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Contact Us

Dr. Anita Patankar
Director
+91 98232 75963
director@ssla.edu.in

Dr. Shweta Sinha Deshpande
Deputy Director
+91 93710 59469
deputydirector@ssla.edu.in

Prof. Sakshi Juneja
Admissions Team
+91 99609 75736
admissions@ssla.edu.in

Follow us on:

@ssla_official

/ssla.pune

@SSLA_Official

/SSLA

www.ssla.edu.in
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Address:
3rd Floor, Symbiosis New Viman Nagar Campus, S No. 227,
Plot 11, Opp. Pune International Airport, Symbiosis Road,
Viman Nagar, Pune - 411014.
Contact: admissions@ssla.edu.in OR director@ssla.edu.in
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